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Gaunt Polyglot Cab, driver 

Geoffrey Arthur Prime 


come in all kinds," be said "Geoff led 
us to believe that tbe strain and stress 
of working for the Government for the 
sort of money be was making there 
was just too much. He'told us be and 
his wife wanted an easier life so he left 
the Government." 


sped*! to tim N«wYortt limn Mr. Prime went to work locally at 

LONDON, July 20— On the surface, - the taxi company, Cheltax, where 

Geoffrey Arthur Prime, the 44-year* Reworked Crossword Puzzles ■ today no one would comment on him. 

old Briton charged with espionage, is ' Mr. Prime has been charged under He moved to A2B Private Hire seek- 

a stark contrast to the other spies In Section 1 of the Official Secrets Act tag more flexible hours, but when his 

this country since World War II. with communicating info rm freelance schedule there was threat- 

Rather than attending Cambridge ciliated or intended to be useful to an ened by changes in company policy. 

University, as did Sir An- enemy for purposes prejudicial to the hegota job selling wine to restaurants 

Man thony' Blunt, H. A. R. safety and interests of the state. That and hotels around Bristol, near Wales, 

. (o the PhHby, Donald Maclean section was used in all Britain’s major for tbe German wine company, Pier- 

ug-, and Guy Burgess, Brit- spycases. oth Ltd. 

ato’s best-known spies, •, “There's no doubt be is highly Intel- Mr. Prime was bom in the village of 

Mr. Prime went to a Hgent, " said Glynn Priday, chairman Alton, near Stokecn-Trent, not long 

small technical college in England’s nf the a taxi before World War U. The youngest of 

china-producing district, the Pot- ny, A2B Private Hire Ltd., where Mr. three sons of a nurseryman, he went to 

teries, in Staffordshire. Prime worked for 1(1 months before a local Roman Catholic village school 

Instead of serving in prominent pub- leaving amicably last October. "Any- before going on at the age of 14 to 

lie positions, like Sir'Anthony, who' • study in Staffordshire. While in Us 

was curator of the art collection of < Telegraph c ro s sword in 40 1 20’s he is reported to have joined the 

Queen Elizabeth n, or Kim Philby, minutes must be.” , Royal Air Force... 

who was once spoken of as a possible The suspect , who Is rep o r ted to have Divorced once, Mr. Prime then 

bead of Britain’s secret intelligence been a high-grade linguist for the Gov- married a woman with three young 

service, Mr. Prime has most recently e nuueot ’s c ommunlcatloos headq uar- sons. His wife, Rhona, the boys, and 

been unemployed. Before that, he was ten, was fluent in and 'his parents are said to have been in 

a wine s a lesm a n and a taxi driver. •. .knew German, actoidtag to Mr hiding for some days. 

A gaunt-faced man described as a priday. Mr. Priday described Mr. Prime’s 

hard worker and good friend by a for- "He was very interested in Russian interests as soccer and reading. He 
mer colleague, Mr. Prime was culture and was always reading Rus- said that since be was arrested on 

charged at Hereford magistrate’s «t»n newspapers and books and gotix 1 June 28 on three charges of Indecent 

court last Thursday with unspecified tb Russian plays and films." Mr? ! assault, Mr.- Prime badiost consider^ 
acts of espionage in the period from Priday said. ablewdgbt. 

Jan. 1,1968 to Dec. 31, 1981. A wnwiing tn fa nn er wnniwiw Mr. Prime is being held at dm. 

During the first nine years of that Mr. Prime said he was trained by tbe Gloucester Road prison in Hereford 

: interval, he was employed at the Gen- Royal Air Force at tbe Leaucnrast 1011111 1118 next 00011 appearance, set 

eral Communications Headquarters college of i ■»« £»»»«« T oday a for November, which will probably be 

at Cheltenham. This is the nerve cen- spokesman for the air force said he at London’s Centxkl Criminal Crart, 

ter of Britain’s intelligence network, could not identify any such institution. the Old Bailey, 

and it works closely with the United Mr. Priday was nbt surprised that “He was a bit of a loner and didn’t 
States Natio n al Secu ri ty Agency. his former employee had worked for have much of a sense of humor, but he 

1 British intelligence. "Taxi drivers certainly got on well with his col- 

leagues here," Mr. Priday said. 
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